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[image: image4.png]Key Conflicts in the Constitutional Convention

STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT vs. STRONG STATES

e Authority derives from the people. e Authority derives from the states.

¢ In a new plan of government, the e Under a modified Articles of
central government should be stronger Confederation, the states should remain
than the states. stronger than the central government.

LARGE STATES vs. SMALL STATES

e Congress should be composed of e A Congress of one house should
two houses. be preserved.

e The number of delegates to both e Each state should have one vote.

houses of Congress should be
assigned according to population.

NORTH vs. SOUTH

e Slaves should not be counted when e Slaves should be counted when deter-
deciding the number of congressional mining congressional representation.
delegates.

e Slaves should be counted when e Slaves should not be counted when
levying taxes. levying taxes.

SKILLBUILDER Interpreting Charts
1. Why do you think the Southern states wanted slaves counted for determining the
number of representatives in the House of Representatives?

2. Why did the small states object to delegates being assigned according to population?





	Define

	Republic
	

	Federalism
	

	Cause
	Effect

	[image: image2.png]Weaknesses of the Articles

of Confederation

- Congress could not enact and
collect taxes.

+ Each state had only one vote in
Congress, regardless of population.

- Nine out of thirteen states needed
to agree to pass important laws.

« Articles could be amended only
if all states approved.

- There was no executive branch to
enforce laws of Congress.

« There was no national court
system to settle legal disputes.

- There were thirteen separate
states that lacked national unity.
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[image: image3.png]Contrasting Views of the Federal Government

HAMILTON JEFFERSON
e Concentrating power in federal e Sharing power with state and local
government governments; limited national government
e Fear of mob rule e Fear of absolute power or ruler
* Republic led by a well-educated elite e Democracy of virtuous farmers
and tradespeople
e Loose interpretation of the Constitution e Strict interpretation of the Constitution
¢ National bank constitutional ¢ National bank unconstitutional
(loose interpretation) (strict interpretation)
e Economy based on shipping e Economy based on farming
and manufacturing
e Payment of national and state debts e Payment of only the national debt
(favoring creditors) (favoring debtors)
e Supporters: merchants, manufacturers, e Supporters: the “plain people”
landowners, investors, lawyers, clergy (farmers, tradespeople)
SKILLBUILDER Interpreting Charts
1. Whose view of the federal government was a wealthy person more likely to favor? Why?
2. How do you think Jefferson differed from Hamilton in his view of people and human nature?
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